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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 14,435 NA 3,734 10,852
1940 13,885 NA 3,719 6,220
1945 14,532 NA 3,028  3,462
1950 23,072 10,768 6,551 5,278
1954 21,236 10,593 4,905 2,906
1959 20,842  8,584 4,720 2,794
1964 21,078 6,896 2,130 1,784
1969 24,008 3,995 1,088 1,577
1974 29,856 3,897 1,078 722
1978 26,220 3,627 810 506
1982 31,736 3,865 736 964
1987 29,587 3,217 177 575
1992 34,556 2,495 88 760
1997 33,948 1,379 29 735

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available. 

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 731 761 772

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 11,297 4,784 1,799
Grains 44 (D) (D)
Tobacco (D) 108 36
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 335 407 136
Other field crops 16 (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 101 239 72
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) 257 65
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 10,770 3,675 1,452
Forest Products Sold 337 485 677

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 16,994 14,786 11,214

Poultry and products (D) (D) (Z)
Dairy products 3,608 (D) 4,843
Cattle and calves 13,231 9,789 6,222
Hogs and pigs (D) 9 14
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) 12 21
Other livestock and          
 products 119 106 114

Total income from sales: 28,291 19,570 13,013

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 89 143 229

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 16 190 574 170 18 2 1 971
1978 21 145 466 172 32 4 1 841
1982 30 181 505 174 25 5 2 920
1987 29 149 408 149 33 4 1 772
1992 28 174 361 162 29 7 1 761

1997 27 159 338 166 31 10 ---- 731
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326 312 339 317
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 594 460 422 414

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 7 9 7
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 61 50 30
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 122 120 93
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 165 160 167
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 171 170 190
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 246 252 244
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 56 57 58
NA  Not available. 
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FLOYD
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Floyd County lies in the southern part of the Blue Ridge
Plateau.  Formed in 1831 from part of Montgomery, the county was
named in honor of John Floyd, who was Governor of Virginia from
1830-1834. 

 In 1997, there were 122,613 acres in farms in Floyd County,
or 50 percent of the county's area of 244,145 acres.  According to
the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 731 farms in the
county, each averaging 168 acres in size and worth an average of
$226,640, including land and buildings. The number of farms in
Floyd has declined roughly 32 percent since the peak in 1934.  Total
acres in farms has also dropped in recent years, and in 1997 was 51
percent below the record acreage of 238,433 in 1920.  

The rolling topography of the county includes several steep
hills and peaks as well as 143,873 acres of forest.  Soils vary from
sandy to clay, and are well suited for grassland farming.  Altitudes
range from 2,000 to 3,300 feet, while temperatures average  34
degrees in January and 71 in July.  Annual precipitation in Floyd
averages  43 inches.

Livestock, poultry, and poultry products supply about
60 percent of Floyd’s farm income.  Receipts from the sale of cattle
and calves  accounted for 47 percent of this total in 1997.  The sale
of crops  accounted for 40 percent of total farm income.

The Blue Ridge Parkway, which contains  nearly
3,000 acres of Floyd's area, runs on the eastern and southeastern
borders of the county.  Floyd, the county seat, is the only
incorporated town.  The county's estimated population in 1990 was
11,965. The total gross personal income that year was $175.0
million, or an average of $14,618 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,416 229,496 22 44,383 2,287 94,443 25,323 NA 55,568
1940 2,281 208,327 30 42,122 3,797 87,851 NA NA NA
1945 2,024 195,968 41 39,163 1,386 5,751 100,603 NA 44,121
1950 2,322 212,374 60 34,991 6,101 42,994 60,226 NA 57,746
1954 2,160 202,367 68 31,029 5,337 20,596 76,132 NA 60,079
1959 1,700 173,550 92 26,590 6,093 18,201 63,548 NA 52,057
1964 1,479 165,495 95 26,008 2,659 14,177 26,766 7,935 12,135
1969 1,108 135,072 167 20,048 4,265 36,759 13,749 10,580 15,102
1974 2/ 971 132,626 362 22,375 2,762 34,817 15,601 10,218 17,095
1978 841 132,450 574 23,292 2,855 32,960 23,679 18,172 26,570
1982 920 131,727 759 25,201 1,970 34,301 20,242 15,614 28,388
1987 772 118,115 837 23,328 2,190 28,785 18,930 14,164 26,016
1992 761 116,509 1,068 25,619 2,034 30,467 18,013 12,350 24,267

1997 731 122,613 1,523    27,962 1,963 30,735 20,574 10,469 25,726
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreages beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 1,755 6,648 94,465 101,113 502 2,724 4,996 4,834
1940 1,826 NA NA 80,345 478 NA NA NA
1945 1,773 NA NA 69,517 252 NA NA 2,904
1950 1,539 7,304 38,014 45,318 348 1,245 1,652 2,897
1954* 393 4,290 14,827 19,117 151 237 1,434 1,671
1959* 202 1,617 10,442 12,059 42 55 273 328
1964* 47 797 5,396 6,193 28 50 378 428
1969* 1/ 18 1,365 5,922 7,287 1 585 556 1,341
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 39 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 40 4,229 4,860 9,089 16 73 120 193
1987 18 228 7,116 7,344 NA NA NA NA
1992 20 (D) (D) (D) 5 (D) (D) (D)
1997 8 174 (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) 87

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,732 146,280 140 7,826 NA NA
1950 2/ 836 87,852 63 5,597 NA NA
1954 3/ 1 6,000 51 21,445 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 22 1,965 NA NA
1964 3/ ---- ---- 4 96 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 11 14,917
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- ---- NA 11 546
1978 5/ 1 (D) ---- ---- 5 78
1982 1 (D) ---- ---- 6 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS TOBACCO

Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Lb. Lb.
1935 1/ 11,941 21.6 257,474 6,588 10.5 69,359 325 NA NA 62 985.7 61,113
1940 10,941 26.3 288,051 4,978 11.3 56,438 NA NA 50 48 1,028.6 49,373
1945 9,452 31.4 296,829 4,521 16.4 74,152 NA NA 12 62 1,192.0 73,906
1950 6,959 40.5 281,623 4,268 17.8 76,128 NA NA NA 80 1,102.2 88,177
1954 4,876 45.4 221,205 1,514 22.2 33,670 NA NA NA 66 1,347.7 88,949
1959 2/ 2,852 56.4 160,938 1,059 29.0 30,737 NA NA NA 71 1,598.4 113,483
1964 1,538 62.7 96,442 517 33.0 17,079 2 5.0 10 42 1,397.0 58,676
1969 1,125 64.0 71,960 205 30.0 6,145 64 6.9 440 55 1,685.9 92,726
1974 1,030 69.2 71,273 113 38.2 4,318 NA NA NA 29 2,030.1 58,872
1978 535 80.9 43,282 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 25 1,805.9 45,147
1982 880 87.4 76,921 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 43 1,605.3 69,030
1987 233 81.9 19,090 (D) (D) 810 NA NA NA 41 1,208.9 49,564
1992 390 92.2 35,975 59 34.4 2,032 NA NA NA 51 1,497.1 76,354
1997 313 75.1 23,520 NA NA NA NA NA NA 4 1,471.0 5,884

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,973 1,995 42,126 19 175 1,681 14,971 680 59,062 52 3,301
1940 1,629 2,180 41,986 29 470 448 4,399 636 54,897 14 704
1945 1,533 1,998 53,383 18 576 406 5,345 570 50,614 53 2,651
1950 408 1,510 45,731 134 4,369 66 755 347 37,920 6 2,165
1954 296 1,231 48,462 142 5,545 24 392 185 34,537 NA 1,929
1959 152 914 38,405 77 3,208 34 904 111 12,731 NA 1,051
1964 127 489 22,098 63 2,261 82 2,682 50 7,783 NA 369
1969 76 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 180 NA NA NA  NA NA      NA 75  9,604 1 83
1978 124 110 4,393 1 (D) 52 787 15  886 NA NA
1982 144 123 5,236 NA NA NA NA 76 5,616 NA NA
1987 79 68 2,584 NA NA NA NA 35 2,378 NA NA
1992 144 37 1,970 NA NA NA NA 57 9,447 NA NA
1997 66 NA NA NA NA NA NA 10 1,433 NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 13,786 25 26 551 4,482 50 44
1940 15,347 59 97 7,846 8,189 148 141
1945 16,233 75 146 10,467 23,908 32 25
1950 18,958 520 1,076 12,698 14,368 228 263
1954 21,178 2,353 4,931 9,916 10,119 2,104 2,604
1959 19,830 4,990 10,394 9,487 8,560 772 882
1964 20,517 3,898 7,016 12,216 13,278 1,640 2,189
1969 15,227 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 17,366 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 18,505 2,084 4,471 13,370 20,806 775 1,187
1982 19,812 2,672 7,317 14,542 25,211 665 1,188
1987 18,982 2,942 8,197 12,933 22,144 1,211 2,171
1992 20,820 5,026 12,565 12,594 29,380 438 927
1997 21,397 2,556 7,765 15,330 34,317 916 1,678

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchardgrass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.

FLOYD


